North Fylde Photographic Society — Competition Rules 2026-27

Seasonal Competitions
Throughout the season there are a number of competitions organised: three Seasonal Projected Digital Image
(PDI) competitions and a PDI Knockout Competition, and three Seasonal Print competitions, all judged by
external judges. There is also a PDI Knockout Competition, judged by our members.
1. Seasonal PDI Competitions
Each of the 3 Seasonal PDI competitions will be split into Advanced and Beginners.
Advanced

e The Advanced competition consists of three categories: Open Colour, Monochrome and Nature. Rules

align with the print categories below.

e Each entrant may enter up to 5 digital images, with a maximum of 2 images in any one category.
Beginners

e The Beginners competition has one Open Category — any image may be entered.

e Upto 5 PDI's may be entered.
2. PDI Knockout Competition
Open to all members. Members vote on pairs of images to advance winners through rounds until a final winner
remains.

e One Open Category — any image may be entered.

e Upto4 PDI's may be entered.

e X Images must not have been seen at the club previously.

e Images and entry forms to Neil Pascoe at neilrpasc@me.com by the advertised closing date.

3. PDI Set Subject Competition
Open to all Advanced and Beginner members.
Set Subjects for 2026-27:

e 4 Through Glass

e 4 Abandoned Places

e 4 Coastal Scenes

e Each entrant may enter up to 4 digital images, with a maximum of 2 images in any one category.
Judging Criteria

e  Creativity and originality

e Relevance to the theme

e Technical proficiency

e Overall artistic impression
Through Glass
Images where glass is a significant element — reflections, distortion, transparency, or how glass alters
appearance. Examples: views through windows, shop fronts, glass buildings, greenhouses, vehicles, bottles,
glassware, creative reflections.

e Glass must be a significant element of the image.

o Reflections, distortion and creative use are encouraged.
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e Natural or created scenes are acceptable.

e Subjects: people, places, objects, architecture, wildlife, abstract.
Abandoned Places
Images of abandoned, derelict or unused buildings, structures or locations — conveying character, history or
atmosphere. Examples: houses, factories, farms, industrial/railway buildings, theatres, shops, vehicles, forgotten
structures.

e  Location/structure must be abandoned/derelict/unused.

e Interior and exterior images accepted.

e Documentary, architectural, atmospheric and creative approaches welcome.

e People may appear only if the location remains the main subject.

e Access legally and safely only.
Coastal Scenes
Images featuring the coast or shoreline as the main subject — from seascapes to wildlife, architecture, people,
and coastal details. Examples: beaches, cliffs, harbours, piers, lighthouses, rock formations, boats, coastal
wildlife, seaside activities.

e Image must clearly relate to a coastal environment.

e Landscapes, seascapes, architecture, wildlife, people and abstract interpretations welcome.

e Any weather or season accepted.

e Creative interpretations welcome if coastal connection remains clear.
Authenticity and Al — All Competitions

e X No Al-generated images permitted.

e Al must not generate, replace or add photographic elements.

e All photographic elements must be the author's own work.

e Composite images permitted only if every photographic element is captured by the author.

e Normal photographic processing and editing is permitted.
PDI Submission Requirements
Submit by hand-in dates (see Club Programme) to Competition Secretary Nicki Greenwood via WeTransfer to

competitions@north-fylde.ps.uk or on USB stick.

WeTransfer (https://wetransfer.com) is the preferred method.

e 4 File format: JPG

e 4 Colour space: sRGB

e 4 Dimensions: 1600px wide x 1200px high
e + File size: <2MB

Resizing help: http://northfylde-ps.co.uk/tutorials/2755/how-to-resize-images-for-digital-competition/
File naming: Membership Number Title Category

e Example: 16 Red Stag Nature

e Beginners: add B after number — 16B Red Stag Nature

Email subject line: clearly state competition name, e.g. “First PD/”.


mailto:competitions@north-fylde.ps.uk
https://wetransfer.com/
http://northfylde-ps.co.uk/tutorials/2755/how-to-resize-images-for-digital-competition/

North Fylde Photographic Society — Competition Rules 2026-27

Entry Form: must accompany all entries — available from the Competition Secretary or downloadable at:

http://northfylde-ps.co.uk/downloads

3. Print Competitions
Three Print Competitions, open to all members. Judged together by an external judge.
Categories

e Advanced: Open Colour, Monochrome, Nature

e Beginners: One Open Category (any image)
Entries

e Up to 6 prints per entrant; max 3 prints in any single category.

e  All prints must be mounted.

e Minimum mount size: 21cm x 30cm

e Maximum mount size: 40cm x 50cm x 4mm thick

e Only 40cm x 50cm mounts are eligible for external L&CPU competitions.
Mounting Standards

e  Flush backing required. If print is taped to a matt-cut/window mount, back with matching card/paper so

that no tape, gum or protrusions appear on the reverse.

e Non-compliant prints will not be accepted.
Labelling & Submission

e  Write on reverse: Membership Number, Title, Category.

e  Submit by hand-in date (see Club Programme) to Competition Secretary.

e Include matching digital PDI version via email/USB stick.

e Email: competitions@north-fylde.ps.uk — WeTransfer preferred.

e Include completed Entry Form.
4. Subject Category Definitions (PDI & Prints)
Monochrome
e Image in shades of a single colour only. Full-image toning (e.g. sepia) is permitted.
e Any selective colouring (“colour popping”) — must enter Open Colour.
Nature
Follows L&CPU / PAGB rules:
e  Primary subject = living organisms. Storytelling value weighed equally with pictorial quality.
e Includes: subjects in zoos, game parks, botanic gardens, aquariums, enclosures; scientific

bands/tags/collars permitted.

Excludes: obviously domestic animals/plants; images with obviously artistic alteration.
e  Processing permitted: cropping, exposure, colour correction, noise reduction, HDR, focus stacking,

sharpening; cloning of defects/minor distractions only if truth of image is preserved.

No composites in Nature sections.

Titles must be specific and correct (Latin not required if English name is accurate).
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e Judges assume eligibility — photographers ensure licences/codes of practice are followed where
subjects are restricted.
Open Colour
e Any subject not eligible for Monochrome or Nature.
e Includes manipulated/artistically enhanced images.
5. Advanced or Beginner Classification
ADVANCED if you meet one or more criteria:
e 250+ accumulated competition points
e Won “Best Beginners Trophy”
e Accepted in any Open/National/International competition
e Advanced status at another Photographic Club
e Hold photographic distinction (CPAGB, LRPS etc.) or photography degree
e Rated skill level 3-5 on membership form
BEGINNER if none of the above apply.
6. General Competition Rules
e Open only to fully paid-up members.
e  Competitor must have taken and produced all elements of the image.
e Digital versions from older negatives/slides are permitted.
e Closing dates published in Club Programme and announced at club meetings.
e Images scoring <16 points may be re-entered once within 12 months.
e Same image may enter multiple competitions in different formats (e.g. Print vs PDI, Colour vs
Monochrome = different formats).
e All entries must include completed Entry Form and arrive by closing date.

e Entry Forms: from Competition Secretary or http://northfylde-ps.co.uk/downloads

e X Late entries will not be accepted. X Entries without forms will not be accepted.

Nicki Greenwood DPAGB BPE2*

Internal Competition Secretary
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